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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 979.10 

Subpart—Rules and Regulations 

GENERAL PROCEDURES 

979.100 Order. 
979.106 Registered handler. 
979.110 Fiscal period. 
979.112 Late payments. 
979.122 Eligibility requirements for public 

members. 
979.126 Nomination procedures for public 

members. 
979.132 Procedure. 
979.152 Handling of culls. 
979.155 Safeguards. 
979.180 Reports. 

Subpart—Assessment Rates 

979.219 Assessment rate. 

Subpart—Handling Regulations 

979.304 Handling regulation. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 601–674. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 22038, Apr. 13, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart—Order Regulating 
Handling 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 979.1 Secretary. 
Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-

riculture of the United States, or any 
other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Agriculture to whom au-
thority has heretofore been delegated, 
or to whom authority may hereafter be 
delegated, to act in his stead. 

§ 979.2 Act. 
Act means Public Act No. 10, 73d Con-

gress (May 12, 1933), as amended and as 
reenacted and amended by the Agricul-
tural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, 
as amended (sections 1–19, 48 Stat. 31, 
as amended; 7 U.S.C. 601–674). 

§ 979.3 Person. 
Person means an individual, partner-

ship, corporation, association, or any 
other business unit. 

§ 979.4 Production area. 
Production area means the counties of 

Bee, Brooks, Cameron, Duval, Hidalgo, 
Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, 
La Salle, Live Oak, McMullen, Nueces, 
Refugio, San Patricio, Starr, Webb, 

Willacy, and Zapata in the State of 
Texas. 

§ 979.5 Melons. 

Melons means all varieties of Cucumis 
melo, commonly called muskmelons 
and including but not limited to vari-
eties reticulatus and inodorus, grown in 
the production area. Such varieties in-
clude cantaloupes, honeydew and 
honey ball melons. Watermelons 
(Citrallus lanatus) are not included in 
the foregoing definition. 

§ 979.6 Handler. 

Handler is synonymous with shipper 
and means any person (except a com-
mon or contract carrier of melons 
owned by another person) who handles 
melons or causes melons to be handled. 

§ 979.7 Handle. 

Handle or ship means to harvest, 
grade, package, sell, transport, or in 
any other way to place melons grown 
in the production area, or cause such 
melons to be placed, in the current of 
commerce within the production area 
or between the production area and 
any point outside thereof. Such term 
shall not include the transportation, 
sale, or delivery within the production 
area of field-run melons to a person for 
the purpose of having such melons pre-
pared for market. 

§ 979.8 Grower. 

Grower is synonymous with producer 
and means any person engaged in a 
proprietary capacity in the production 
of melons for market. 

§ 979.9 Committee. 

Committee means the South Texas 
Melon Committee established pursuant 
to § 979.22. 

§ 979.10 Fiscal period. 

Fiscal period means the annual period 
beginning and ending on such dates as 
may be approved by the Secretary pur-
suant to recommendations of the com-
mittee. 
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